
Side Event launches the UNCCD 
CSO Panel Report on Land Rights.

Eco newsletter has been published by Non-Governmental 
Groups at the major conferences since the Stockholm 
Environmental Conference in 1972. This issue is produced by 
groups attending the UNCCD COP 13 in Ordos, China

Land Rights 
Report for a 
COP decision? 

PUBLISHED FOR 2017 
UNCCD COP13 – 
CSO NEWSLETTER 

8 SEPTEMBER ISSUE 3

How securing rights to land and oth-
er natural resources can contribute 
in achieving the Land Degradation 
Neutrality (LDN) targets and Sus-
tainable Development Goals, along 
with the associated improvements 
in food, water, and livelihood secu-
rity. 

A new report on the importance of 
land rights in the securing sustaina-
ble life on land for the people of the 
planet. Published by the CSO Pan-
el of the UNCCD, the report “Land 
Rights for Sustainable Life on Land”, 
the report provides an overview of 
the key issues related to land rights 
that are of importance in the con-
text of LDN and the Convention.

As UNCCD, the CSO Panel, and part-
ners in government, civil society and 
the donor and investment commu-
nities move forward with LDN tar-
gets, the role of land rights in both 
degradation and recovery process-
es are brought to the fore. 

The Report provides policy and 
practice options and recommenda-
tions for using land rights as a set of 
tools in both the prevention of land 
degradation, and in the recovery 
of degraded lands. The document 
draws on the UNCCD CSO Panel’s 
expertise, along with the current sci-
enti� c, policy and practitioner litera-

ture on land rights and degradation. 
Switzerland, champion of land res-
toration and supporter of the civil 
society work highlighted how im-
portant it is to include land rights in 
the implementation of this Conven-
tion. The head of the Swiss delega-
tion, Ms Christina Blank provided the 
opening keynote, and remarked “If 
you want to have sustainable land 
management it will cost time and 
money, but this is no excuse for in-
action. Unsustainability will cost you 
even more”. In many developing 
countries, women from rural areas 
are migrating to the towns because 
they do not have access to the land: 
land right will help to reverse the sit-
uation. 

A delegate from gave an example 
from Namibia, which illustrated how 
appropriate policies relating to cus-
tomary land tenure can be devel-
oped for improved management of 
the land.

Ecuador, the current Chair of the 
G77 + China, highlighted the best 
practices of his country, where land 
rights are linked to the lives of peo-
ple and the land in the context of 
the right of Mother Earth, which rec-
ognises the rights of the land itself.

In his closing remarks, Mr Marcos 
Montoiro of the UNCCD Secretariat 
appreciated the important role that 
the CSOs have been playing in put-
ting the issue of land rights on the 
table of the COP.

The pressing question that must be 
addressed is how government can 
understand the urgency and impor-
tance of land rights for promoting 
sustainable land management? It is 
now, more than ever, time to push 
for land rights for people, if we are 
to achieve the objectives of the Con-
vention through the LDN process.
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Francophone Day at COP 13
Thursday 7 September 2017 was the 
‘Francophone Day’ at the COP. Or-
ganized by the Institut Francophone 
du Développement Durable (IFDD), 
it consisted of three main stages: 
the presentation of the negotiating 
guide for the United Nations Con-
ference to Combat Deserti� cation, 
the presentation of a special issue 
of the Bulletin Liaison Énergie Fran-
cophonie no.105, “Deserti� cation 
and land systems: from recognition 
/ knowledge to action” and, an ex-
change workshop on the operation-
alization of neutrality in land degra-
dation.

The document highlights not only 
the facts, but also some hot issues 
that should be closely followed in 
the course of the negotiations pro-
cesses. 

A presentation by CARI based on 
the document stemming from the 
Desertif’Actions Summit held in 
Strasbourg in June 2017 highlighted 
the e�  ciency of preparatory meet-
ings of non-State actors before in-
ternational negotiation meetings. In 

Strasbourg, the meeting was more 
focusing on the role and responsi-
bilities of local authorities in com-
bating land degradation and the 
more focused aspects of these lo-
cal rooted stakeholders that have 
in many cases a mandate in land-
scape management in their area. 

The third Session of the Franco-
phone Day was dedicated to the 
LDN. Delegates were particularly 
concerned about the availability 
and quality of data to elaborate the 
baseline assessment of LDN and 
for monitoring their target. The � -
nancing issue was also a concern, 
and the need to capacitate stake-
holders not only on collecting data, 
but also on the use indicators was 
underlined. Add-value of investment 
in bright spots to up-scale good 
practices was noted as a way to 
plead for transformative projects 
not only in identi� ed spots but also 
in the other zones were economic 
pro� tability of some actions can be 
attested.


